	TG3
	Task Group 3 (TG3) - Operating Procedures.

Background:

As agreed at the first SR WG meeting, TG3 will:
· address the comments received before the 1st meeting relating to operating procedures that have not already been considered;
· receive and respond to questions on the application or interpretation of procedures;
· make recommendations, if necessary, on revised or new procedures to the chairs in consultation with the CAG to be presented to the WG for approval; and
· compile a consolidated set of WG operating procedures.

Interim Leadership:

Convenor: Mr. Tom Rotherham, IISD (NGO)

Co-convenor: Ms. Sophie Clivio, ISO/CS

Secretary: Ms. Leonor Ceruti, Chile (Others – National Standards Body)

Summary of current work:

Recently, draft procedures documents for the following issues were circulated for comment to TG3 members:

· CAG Alternates;

· Media participation;

· Selection process for TG Convenors;
· Process to develop additional or provide interpretations of WG procedures; and
· Selection and balance of TG experts and role of TG experts at the WG level.

Additional issues for TG3 to address in the future will include:

· WG meetings (timing of TG meetings; information/documentation during meetings; clarification of decision-making; workshops)

· Special invited experts to WG and TG meetings; and

· The role of non-experts in WG and TGs (i.e. observers and internal liaisons).

Actions recommended by ANSI staff:

· To approve the proposed procedures for CAG alternates with the addition of explicit text stating that the alternate can only attend in the absence of and not in addition to the primary representative.

· To not approve at this time the proposed procedures for media participation as they raise more concerns than they resolve.  On what bases will a request for accreditation be granted or denied?  On what bases may an accreditation be revoked?  On what bases may a TG Convener decide to deny media access to a TG meeting?  On what bases may experts request that a TG meeting be closed to the media?  Do media have access to the meetings by accreditation by the WG leaders only or must they also be officially named as observers by the ISO member body in which they are domiciled?  Why shouldn’t media have access to a stakeholder meeting is the stakeholder group has no objection?  Should the presence of media be announced at the start of all WG or TG meetings?
· To reconfirm the ANSI comments previously submitted on the process for nominating and selecting TG leaders.
· To approve the proposed procedures to develop additional or provide interpretations to WG procedures.
· To develop our thoughts on the selection and balance of TG experts and the role of TG experts recommended by ANSI staff.

Schedule:

· Comments on the documents listed are due by June 8, 2005.

· The TG3 Interim Convenors will prepare and re-circulate revised texts on these issues based on the experts' comments and offer TG3 members two weeks to respond if anything is a show-stopper.

· The absence of comments on the revised text will be presumed to indicate that the text has consensus approval of TG3.

· Operating procedures which have the consensus approval of TG3 will be forwarded to the WG Secretariat  by the end of June and put to the full WG Plenary for approval at its next meeting (26-30 September 2005 in Bangkok, Thailand).

· Operating procedures that do not have TG3 consensus, and issues that have not yet been addressed, will be addressed by TG3 at the next WG meeting.  

· The TG3 Interim Convenors will prepare drafts and supporting documents for each of the remaining issues.  These will be circulated to all TG3 experts at least 3 weeks prior to the Thailand meeting.




